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FDITORIAL!

In this 1ssue we have included one or two articles by members
which we belleve should prove interesgiing anc informative, We
hove this type of contribution will become a feature of the journal
a8 the best medlum for circulating general information on mountaine
teerlng,. :

All notices should be sent to the Editor, H. GRANT, 12,
CLINCART ROAD, GLASGOW, 3.2,
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APPHRECIATION:

When we stood round the low=roofed kitchen of the Shepherd's
house 1n Glencoe on that momentous Sunday morning of September,
1939, llistenlng to the declaration of war through the radio, it
seemed to me ag 1f the Club was docomed,. Indeed it would have been
had 1t not been for you valisnt members who have kopt it in cxiste
tence througk thoese years of trial and vexation.

When I was called wup and had ne werd from tho Club for a' fow
months, it seemed to me as if the Club has disintegrated like so
many other Clubs, Then ons day I hesrdfrom on: of the members that
1%t was 8tlll 1n exlstence. Not only that =~ an excellunt journal
arrlved by post. From that day onwards I had a now fecling in lifo -
a realisation that after 1 am releascd from the Forces there will be
in existence an enthusiastice band of mountaineurs whom 1 can join and
climb the wonderful hills as in days of old., Yes, I appreciate very
much the work which has becn carricd on by those mcmbers who have becen
lJeft at home to bear the ficry torch. They can have the satisfaction
of knowlng that thelr efforts have not gonc without praisc.

When one is c¢ncased cntirecly In the atmosphero of war 1t is
a mest refreshing thought that outside the world of war there arc mon
and women wlth balanced minds who are carrylng on civllisation in
order that those in the forces may comoc back to a sane thinking world.
If it had not been for thoge folk, such as yourselves, carrying on
these organisations the whole world would beg engulfed totally in
dlsaster,

Yes, my friends, it gived me great satisfaction to know that at
these beautiful sunny weekends, on the distant hills, are small
companles of cheerful people wandering whorever they will - and some
day I will join them.

W. BOLTON,
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GARBH BHEINN OF ARDGOUR (2903 ft.)

Now that the travel ban is llfted from the Ardgour district,
it seems in order to draw attention to this fine hill and the
possibilities it offers for future plonésring. Garbh Bheinn well
merlts the enthusiastic description of the West Highland Guide, and
I can add little more than a few obscrvations made during a visit in
July, 1939 with Andrew Sanders (Creag Dhu).

We crossed ‘Loch Linnhe at Corran, joined the Glen Tarbert
bus for about six miles, and descended to the bridge of Glen Iubhair,
For the two miles of our walk up Glen Iubhair the going was easy with
little increase in height until the last half mile. At a point just
above the junction of the allt a'Garbh Coire ltholr with the Iubhalr
Burn we crossed the latter and pltched our tent in the angle hetween
them. This canpesite gives a fine view of the hllls enclosing Glen
Tubhair, but 18 too much overshadowed by Garbh Bheinn's lower slopos
to glve a full view of tho crags, -

Next morning Carbh Bhein was swathed in thick mist. We
climbed un the steep course of the Allt A'Garbh Coire Mholr and at =
point several hundred feet above the camp we discovered some fine
sheltered caves on the risht bank (ascending). Thecaves should
provids a good bivouac in settled weather. At a point where the
crags began to loom through the mist, we steered North as recommended
in the "Guide" for the best arproach to the base of the Great Ridge
However, after a steep climb on vegetation and featurcless crags, we
gained the summit ridge and guesssd we had overshot the Great Ridge.

The summit cairn was soon reached, and here we found ourselvus 1in
an unusual and tantalising situation. The upvner limit of the mist
was only a few feet above us and it is likely that another 10 to 20
feet of altituds would have landed us 1in bright sunlight. By a
curious inversaion of temporature, the summit was like a steam=bath
after the cold mists of the crags, and cach.time the mist thinned there
was a wave of heat and a brilliant flash of sunlight.

We removed our shirts, ate and swmoked and then started off a
on another attempt to locate the ridge. We knew that it lay directly
below the summit and it was a simplu matter to reach the ccl at the
head of Garbh Coire kitolr, and descend from there to tho south side
of the ridge. About halfway down the wist guickly cleared and reveal-
ted & fine array of crags bounded by tho sweeping profile of our ridgo.
Travielling fast less the mist roburn, we weorcu soon on the lower crags
and embarked on a splendid climb. To compensate far the almost too
accomodating nature of the rock, there is an abundance of sensational
corners and a continual sense of exposure; but there are other places:
where a shirtless climber is ant to deplore the ruggedness of Scottish
Scenery. The viewsof the unclimbed Great Gully were entriguing enough
to suggest a laber visit, and the same can be said of other unclimbed
crag's on Garbh Bheinn's East and North faces. As luck would have 1%
ourr exploration was cut short by another onslaught of mist, and thore
wag little else to do but retrieve our shirts and return to camp by
way of . the Bealach Felth'n Amean and the hcadwaters of the Iubhair
BU.I‘II. :
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There 1s a picture of Garbh Bheinn facing na.ge 14 of the
"Guilde', Our camp=spot (Firewood and Feqther} is marked by "J"
In the diagram and the caves are situated a little downstream from
"I" in the centre of the picture. ;

RUM AND EIGG.

Members climbing in Glen Brittle thls year may be interested
in taking advantage of the motor~boat Journeys made by Ronald and
Donald McDonald, lobster fishormen from Soay. The IcDonalds come
into Loch Brittle =snd will arrange to take parties to Rum, Eigg 'or
Loch Scavaig. Of particular 1nt0rast is the opportunity afforded
of viqiting the little known rocks cn Hum and Eigg,

Rum has filve gabbro—topbcd summi ts over 2,000 feet =~ nllnval
2365, Ask ival 2659, Trallval 2300, Ashval 2552 and Sgurr Nan
LIillean 2503, Information on ollmcs is scanty though the S.M.E.

- Islands Guide may bo consulted with profit, To exploré the 'rocks
it would be necessary to stay on th¢ lsland and, although Rum is a
deer forest and visitors are not welcomed, there should be no
cbjection outside the shooting seascn to camping in the hills.
Arrangements to be taken off agein could be made with the McDgnalds.

Eigg is a friendly island and unlike Rum food supplies can be
obtalned, and, 1f necessary, board and loamlngs. The island could
be visited on the way back from Skye and the jJourney toc Mallaig
completed by the steamer which calls at Galmiasdale on Wednesdays.
‘he outstanding feature is the 3gurr of Ligg, an impressive tower
of columnar p“fchstone porphyry. Kcek climbing information is
again scanty and there 1s undoubtedly room for new and exhilirating .
routes. .

The McDonalds go to Mallaig each Wedneasday for supplies and last
year proved willing to come round to Loch Brittle to take a party
with them. .A small party vhich would not justify the journey to
Loch Brittle they would no doubt pick up at the ferry landing
opposite Socay and six miles from Glen Brittle, In fine weather
this is a more interesting journey than overland route and offers a
continuous panorama of what 1s, to the rock-climber, the finest of
all mountaln - scenery. '

P.L. leGEOCH,

CLUB MEETINGS.

Annual General Meeting, 1945,

The Annual General Meeting was held at the new Club Rooms
on 7th February, 1945, Twenby-one members were present and, as
usual, lr, Harvey was in the chalr, The Treasurer, ¥r, Bell,
submittud his report for 1944-45 and once agalin the Club faccs the
comi ng year in a sound financial state. Mr . Harvey then moved a
vote,/ :



vote of thanks to the Secretary and Tredasurer for their work
during the past year.

The Office-Bearers for the year 1945~-46 were then elected
and are as follows?

President.
B Harveye.
. Vice=Presidents.
R, Hutchison Irs. Je Nimlin
Treasurer B Secretary., Journal Editor.
J. Bell. C. Finlayson. . H W Grant.
Committee Memberss Trustees, - Augditcers,
P.L. McGeoch. A, Hutcheson. ; A, Slack.
JeBs Nimlin. J. Harvey. W. Russel.

A motion for revision of the Constitution was moved by C.
Finlayson and after considerable discussion it was decided to
leave the matter in the hands of the Cormittee.

MEETING, MARCH 7th, 1940..

lr, M, Travers, in recoznition of his service to the Club in
past years, was elected an Honorary lMember.,

An application from Gant; Tom Lightbody and his wife for
membership was unanimously accepted and we take this opportunity of
welcoming them to the Club.

The constitution as drafted by the Committee was passed
after a few alterations had been made.

MERTING, APRIL,4th, 1945.

A notification was received from the Secrstary. of the British
Mountaineering Council inviting the Clud to beeome affiliated to
this body. A lengthy discussion followed but as no decision was
arrived at, the mutter ha s been held over until the next meeting

CLUB NOTES.

Heartiest congratulations are extended to AlLf Slack on his
recent marriage and to Bill Bolton on his cngagement, Alf was
married on April 12th and Bill hopes to be married eurly in July.

Ietters have arrived from the following members - Bill Bolton,
Sam Drysdale, Norrie Guy Tom Lightbody and Bill Walker,

/ All these lads are unanimous in their d631re to get back to
the
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the hills again and we trust it will not be long now until theilr
hopes are reallsed. The hkint passed on by the Editor that
Charlie McAteer might soon be running the bus agaln seemed like a
harbinger of peace to them.

LIBRARY.

We are greatly indebted to Mrs. Arline Smith, widow of Jack
Smith, who hag very kindly donated the sum of £5 towards the
provision of a complete set of Gulde Books for the Library. - This
amount was reallsed from the sale of Jack's climbing gear and Mrs
Smith expressed the wish that the money should be utlilised in this
manner. Complete sets of Gulide Books are not at present avallable
but the money has been left aside until they can be procured when
. they will be inscribed to Jack'!s memory. :

CLIMBING LITERATURE. = recommended by J.B. Nimlin.

914

"pyrnenean" by J.B. Morton. Glasgow Public Iibrary 6 .
Not sensational, but an engrossing book of the hills and valleys of
the French~Spanish frontier and their inhabitants.

914

"20 Years on Ben Nevis" by Kllgour. Glasgow Public Library 121.
Very intercesting history of the trials anc adventures of the meteors
ologists who lived in the Observatory. i L& :

"H111s Sleep On" by Dorecthy Cannan,
Villanous spies versus heroine in the Himalayas.

"Lady of the Heights" by Dorothy Cannan.

"Brenva" by Graham Brown. :
Thrilling pioneer work on a hitherto uncllmbed wall of Mont Blanc, -

SKI NOTES.

Ski-ing had a briasf season this year but members seized the day
to brush up thelr rusty technicue.

A1f Slack and Peter McGeoch had two ski-ing trips in the Campsies
one of which was a trek from Blane’ield to Lennoxtown via Barl's
Seat on deep but rapidly thawing snow. Without skis progress would
have been extremely difficult.

J. Harvey and the Nimlins snent two week-ends on skls above
Torrance, On the second of these the party were on their way home
after a fine days ski-ing when a telegraph pole loomed out of the
darkness. Harvey managed to avoid it but John Nimlin, heavily
handicapped with a nack furl of logs, ran 1ato 10 Forntunately,
he was none the worse . of hls exvperiencs.
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On the Saturday, A. Slack, A. Kay, A. & R. Hutchosoﬁ, mado
the ascent of Stob Coire Sgriodain, The climb was straightforward
but snow conditions poor. The romaindcr of the party spent the day
ski-ing.

Sunday found the entirc party on Meall Cian Dearg. Bad snow
condi tions held up onc section and it was 4.30 before they reached
Stob Coire Eassain, having climbed Stob Coire lMheadoin on the way.
The descent was made by way of an excellent glissade from Stob Coire
Mheadoin. Members found this little known ridge interesting enough
to recommend a visit to 1t.

R. Hutchison tongether with his wife ond son used the Monday
to climb Chno Dearg, thus completing the higzh tops on both sidesg of
Loch Treig. ”

BEN IUI., March 3rd and 4th.

Members: R. Young, J. Stevenson, and P, McGeoch,

Camped at Coninish in a rain gtorm aznd on the Sunday climbed
Central Gully on hard snow, The gully was just a walk,

CATRNGORMS. March 10th to 13th.

Members A, Slack, R. Hutcheson, A. Kay.
(Extract from Shelter Stone Dook

'10.3.45. " Arrived 3 p.m. having left Aviemors 2t 4 a.m. and
spent an hour or two asleep in kothiemurchus before starting the
agcent of the TImrchers Crag, A gtrong wind rose ag we cropssed the
plateau, The snow on the plateau was goftish but it was harder as
we descended the F, Buldhe, and it was steep enough with ocur heavy
packs. After 2 "drum up" at the Shelter Stone we ascended Ben
Mheadhoin in a strong wind. ; '

11.3.45. Left the stone 10,30 a.m, for Gastle Gates Gully.
The snow was very hard after a frost last night. We encountered an
interesting ice-pitch near the swmmwit of the gully. The snow on the
plateau was iron-hard as we wilked to Ben McDhuil., The sun came out
83 we left the gully and shone from a blue slky. A haze prevented
distant vi.ews but the Garbh Corrie showed up to advantage. A cold
breeze prevented sunbathing. Three glissades took ug down to the
frozen shores of Loch Etchachan and after tegting the ice we walked
round the edge back to the stone.

12.3.45. Todmy we plan to carry our packs over the Saddle
on to Bynack More and down to Ryovan from whence two of us have to
leave 1n time to catch the 1.15 a.m. at Aviemore, At the time of
writing ,nreparations for departure are in nrogress anc a swell
breakfast fills the cavity under the stone.

(Extract from Ryvone Bothy Visitors' Book.)

15:3: 48,/
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13.3.45 Arrived here at 3.45 p.m. after leaving Shelter
Stone at 10,45 a.m, with Alf Slack and Robert Hutcheson. by way of

AtCholnneach and Bynack More, Vigsited the Barns of Bynock en
route.

Alf and Robbie left here 7.0 p.m., last night to catch the l.a.m.
train leaving Aviemore, Weather is now looking unsettled.

ARCH. KAY,

GLENCOE,., March, 17th & 18th., 1945,

Members: J.&,M, Haining, J. Stevenson, A. Slack, and P, McGeoch.

Camped at Elliot's in a Glencoe Gale. Heavy rain in the
morning kept party off the hill. However, a lookesee was taken at
Clachaig Chasm which was climbed untll the fisst big waterlfall
dampened the thought of further progress,

During recent months, probably when the thaw set in, there
has been a large rock slide in the Chasm. The debris from this slide
(estimated at 100 tons) blocks the bed of the Chasm for about ninety
feet and has wiped out two small pitches. The tail end of the slide
extends to 150 ft., from the start of the Chasm proper.

CRAIGMINNON., March 17th & 18th,

Members: J, Harvey and A, Kay.

In splte of very bad weather this party managed some climbing
on Craigrinnon, The rock faces on this hill, although short, provide
some technical problems and members interested should consult Harvey
who 1s an enthusiast of this district.

BUACHAILLE ETIVE., 24th to 26th March,

Members: W. Gordon, T. McGuiness, F.&.H Grant,

H, Grant arrived early on Saturday and spent a lelsurely day
exploring the Buachaille in brilliant warm sunshine. The following
day the party climbed Crowberry %ully in sleety rain. The gully
held a remarkable amount of snow and, consequent1¥, many of the rock
pitches were never seen. The climb tcok about 33 hours and the only
outstanding features were the small seracs on gsome of the pitcihies
and the deep crevasses betweon the snow and the rock walls.

The party returned home on the Monday in glorious weather,

BASTER MEET.

BEN IUIL,
‘Memberst J, Harvey, Mr. & Mrs, Nimlin,

J. Harvey/



- G -

J. Harvey spent the Saturday at Callander ani joined the
Nimlins at Tyndrum on Sunday morning. This day was spent indoors
in foul weather but a breack in the sky on Monday tempted J. Nimlin
and J. Harvey to Conninish and Iui. Central Gully was climbed amid
showers of snow cnd hall, the party descending by the same rout.
The gully was in fairly good condition but avalanchus of hallstones
and high winds on the summit made thls a strenuocus daye.

CAILNG ORMS o ; ¢

Members: J, Stevenson, A. Kay, A. Hutchison, R, Hutchison, J.Shanks,
D. Easson, and P. McGeoch,.

A camp was made at the last trees of the Hothiemurchus Foreat
which gave shelter from the gales of wind and rain squells which
+ characterised the weeke~end. /

Desplte the adverse condltions R. Hutchison climbed Sgoran
Dubh on the Suturday and with other members climbed Braerliach on the
Sunday. Snow for this district and season was gparse though what
there was 1n the corries and on the summit was hard packed and the
cornlces at the head of Colre Brochain would, in better weather have
provided satisfying climbing.

Regret was felt at the destruction by the Army of the Upner and
Lower Bothies of Glen Ennich. By way of compensation they have buillt
up with rocks the path leading to Calrn Toul from Loch Ennilch.

Another matter for regret wns the extent of the Timber Felling
~operations in the Rothiemurchus. Several hundreé acres have been
denuded and left waste~lond. The haullng operatlona have turned the
road leading down by Ioch an Eileln into o guogmire and this road 1s
definitely not recommended as a reute either to or from Aviemore.

It is to be hoped this area will be reeaffergtatod,



